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                                                Terrapin Station

        “Let my inspiration flow” are the opening words to the song that sends

your mind into a wild ride. The Grateful Dead, or the Warlocks as they were first called when Jerry Garcia encountered the musicians in 1965 that would later be named the Grateful Dead. In 1977 the Grateful Dead would release Terrapin Station, which was their eighth record. Jerry Garcia (lead guitar and prolific songwriter), Robert Hunter (lyricist/guitar),

Phil Lesh (Bass), Bill Kreutzmann (drummer), Bob (Bobby) Weir (vocalist/guitar) were the magnificent musicians that essentially transformed the music world and provided a segue from the swing and jazz of the 40’s and 50’s into the jam generation of the 60’s.

        Debuting at Magoo’s Pizza House as the Warlocks in 1965, the psychedelic jam music swept over the nation and took over the music industry during the height of the hippie generation that were the 60’s and 70’s. Shortly after the release of Terrapin Station during the year of 1978 the Grateful Dead performed at the foot of the Great Pyramid in Egypt. The Terrapin Station record was produced in the United States, and took less

than a year to be put in stores. It was recorded onto vinyl records in 1976, and put into stores by 1978. The Grateful Dead derived their style from a mix of Miles Davis, Rolling Stones, Beatles, Cream, and others. As the Warlocks, they began playing music in Palo Alto, California, and soon moved to San Francisco where other bands such as Jefferson Airplane, and Carlos Santana began their music careers, making

San Francisco the birth place of yet another great musical impact. Their style of music fused folk, bluegrass, blues, country, rock, and jazz to form a unique style that still captivates the minds of the young and “slightly” aged.

        The Grateful Dead was something that was brought to me by my best friend

freshman year of high school. Unfortunately for me, I was not brought up listening to the Dead like he was, but thankfully he brought me up to speed within 2 years. I remember riding in his Bronco and asking me if I had ever listened to the Dead before, and I said “Not really”. He quickly grabbed his CD case which held all of the Grateful Dead’s CD’s and pulled out the Terrapin Station CD and we listened to Terrapin Station in its

entirety. I remember feeling taken over by the song and never wanting to look back. Since that day, I’ve built my Dead collection to over 300 songs performed live in concert and studio recordings. Since I started listening to the Grateful Dead, my perception of music has changed. At the very beginning, I was very hesitant to get into this type of music because of the lack of words and long drawn out guitar rifts, but I steadily began to enjoy the music of the guitar rather than the importance of the words. The members of the Dead are true musicians that embody all the skills that can leave an audience with their jaws to the floor.

        The thing that makes this song so appealing to the auditory senses is the constant change in emotion. The song starts off with words and goes on for a while until switching into a long guitar solo that then leads into the climax with a new set of instruments and a choir. From there it slides back into another long guitar solo, and then quickly picks up at

the end. Most Grateful Dead songs follow somewhat of the same pattern, but every song is unique in its own way. The one great thing about their music is that every song appeals to a different mood, but no matter what that mood is, you always seem to end up happy with what you’re hearing.
“Get in the groove and let the good times roll

We're gonna stay here till we soothe our soul

If it takes all night long

Come on and let the good times roll”
