CONCLUSION
BERLIN TODAY

Our literary and cinematic flanerie through post-reunification Berlin has revealed the city as an
exciting and often surprising focus of contemporary German life. Its topography mirrors the
Capital’s newly gained political power as well as its ambitious participation in the European
Union and the global economy, even though the city is plagued by serious financial problems.
But everywhere Berlin also evokes its famous early 20" century legacy as a cutting-edge
metropolis of thriving commerce, educational excellence, avant-garde arts, cool entertainment,
and popular mass media technologies. Then and now, the capital seems always on the move; its
reputation as what has been called an experimental laboratory for new life-style performances is
legendary.

On the other hand, many Berliners are still very much attached to their Kiez, their residential
neighborhood, where people know each other, meet at the corner pub, and stick to local
traditions. In fact, it has been remarked that the cultivation of what many celebrate as an
“authentic” local life is a deliberate or unconscious response to the homogenizing effects of
virtual telecommunication, mass culture, and limitless travel possibilities of the global age.
Here, too, Berlin perhaps reflects the tensions of modern metropolitan life more palpably than
other cities. Beneath all the glamour and hype that Berlin often exudes so flamboyantly,
however, its topography still reflects the visible scars and lingering traumas of two world wars,
the Nazi terror, and the cold war. Nowhere does the famous saying that to forget the past is to
be doomed to repeat it seem more truthful than in this city, where you usually encounter public
memorials, reconstructions, and restored ruins right next to the latest triumph of futuristic
architecture.

Hopefully, the novels, poems, and films featured in this volume and Berliner Spazierginge give
you enjoyable insights into these and other Berlin themes. But what you have no doubt also
recognized is that no matter how prominent these authors and filmmakers are, how masterfully
they execute their art, or how well their products sell on the market, none of them provides a
total picture of the city. None has a privileged point of view; and none can automatically claim
more truth and authority than others. Rather, all of them approach the German capital from a
particular ideological perspective. The meaning of their texts and films are partly determined
by the specific possibilities and limitations of the genre they work in, and their success (or
failure) largely depends on current market forces. This, however, is typical of all cultural
productions and does not have to decrease their value. On the contrary, different voices, artistic
forms, and audience expectations compete with, and supplement, each other, providing choices

and options for you to figure out which writers and filmmakers you like and which you don’t
like.

Most importantly, however, our textual and cinematic walks want you to remember that they
are not the real thing. While it is undeniable that poetry, fiction, and film often reveal aspects in
a city not always discernible by the naked eye of the hurried passer-by, they cannot be taken as
a substitute for actual experience. Nothing would make this book more successful than
motivating you to pack your bags, get yourself a plane ticket and a youth hostel reservation,
and explore the streets, squares, and buildings of Berlin on your own. Let this textbook be your
guide but deviate from its path; let it give you ideas and insights but disagree with its
statements if you see things differently once you are there. And, if you feel so inclined, even
make your own Berlin poem, song, or video. In this sense: Berlin ist immer eine Reise wert!
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