Spanish 314,  Medieval Spanish Literature and the Road to Santiago

Texts:

Jack Hitt, Off the Road ($10, Amazon.com)

Gabriel Jackson, The Making of Medieval Spain (packet in bookstore)

William Melczer, The Pilgrim's Guide ($11 - $25, Amazon.com)

Naylor/Spaccarelli, An Anthology of Medieval Spanish Literature 

    (packet in bookstore)

The Song of Roland (English, Penguin Classics, ed. Dorothy Sayers,
     $10, Amazon.com)


______________________________________________

Off the Road

Study Guide

1.  Summarize Hitt’s description of Romanesque.

2.  Summarize his comments concerning pilgrimage as community building.

3.  What questions would you like to ask him about his experiences.  Remember, Hitt is a 1979 Sewanee grad.

Study Guide for

Jackson,  The  Making of Medieval Spain
1.  Importance of Asturias

2.  Six medieval languages of Spain

3.  Dates:  711, 1085, 1212, 1492 (at least four events)

4.  Christians/Moors/Jews

5.  al-Andalus (be able to describe the periods of its almost 800-year history)

6.  brilliance of Córdoba (Islamic medicine/commerce/agriculture/libraries/poetry/philosophy/tolerance(?)

7.  origin of racism

8.  Fernán González

9.  Alfonso VI and his accomplishments 

10.  El Cid

11.  Cluny

12.  Almoravids/Almohads

13.  Averroes/Maimonides

14.  Cistercians

15.  Fernando III (San Fernando)

16.  Jaime I (el Conqueridor)

17.  latifundia

18.  The three social estates:

those who fought      

those who prayed    

those who tilled the soil      

19.  fueros

20.  role of Jews in medieval Spain

21.  The three major medieval architectural styles and their defining characteristics:

romanesque

gothic

mudéjar

22.  Know terms mudéjar and mozárabe.

Mudejarismo is a word used to describe the multicultural nature of medieval Spain.  Provide a rudimentary definition of it in your own words.

23.  Mesta

24.  transformation from pluralism to intolerance

Think:  Enrique IV/Isabel and Fernando/mendicant orders/Black Death

Who are the conversos?

Be able to describe the innovations of the reign of F and Y.  (Y is for Ysabel--Isabel)

25.  Literature:  Start getting familiar with these figures, terms, etc.:

Cid, Berceo, Juan Manuel, cantigas de amigo, zéjel, Juan Ruiz, romancero, Ramon Llull, Auzias March, Jorge Manrique, Antonio de Nebrija y su Gramática  

Study Questions 

Melczer, The Pilgrim’s Guide

1.  Briefly summarize the biblical information on St. James

2.  Sketch the development of the legend of James in Spain

3.  Importance of relics.  (Think in terms of presence vs. absence--how does one take possession of the sacred here and now in this world?)

4.  Describe the two major iconographic images of Santiago.

5. What is imitatio Christi?

6.  Name and describe the four medieval pilgrimage roads through France.

7.  List the typical pilgrim’s gear.

8.  What connections exist between Charlemagne and the Road?

9.  What is the importance of the Liber Sancti Jacobi?

10.  Who is Aimery Picaud?

11.  Why go on pilgrimage?  What are the various motivations of pilgrims?

12.  Discuss the tradition of hospitality on the Road.

_______________________________________________________

Read and summarize the following passages from the Bible:

Matthew 25:  31-46

Luke 24:  13-35  (We are going to memorize these verses as a group.)

Hebrews 11:  13-16

Hebrews 13:  1-2

You should start getting to know the Gazetteer and the Hagiographic Register at the end of Melczer’s book.  Each of you must become a specialist on a specific place on the road.  You are to know the history of the place and its role in the culture of the pilgrimage to Santiago, what important monuments we will find there, what style those monuments are in, what saints and other important figures are associated with the place.  You need to have a sense of the layout of the place, the locations of monuments, etc.  What region is it in?  What are the characteristics of that region?  Does it have any other historical peculiarities?  What works of literature are associated with the place?  Etc.  When we get to these locations you will help show the rest of us around.  Melczer is not the only source for this information.  Some of this you will have to complete here in Sewanee.  You should be careful to include your notes and information in the things you pack for Spain.  You don’t want to have to start again from scratch without reference books on the road.
Roncesvalles:  
Pamplona:  

Puente la Reina:  

Estella:  

La Rioja:  Logroño/Laguardia:  
San Millán de la Cogolla:   

Gonzalo de Berceo:  

Santo Domingo de la Calzada: 
San Juan de Ortega:  

La ciudad de Burgos:  
La Catedral de Burgos:  
El Monasterio de Santa María la Real de Huelgas:  
La Cartuja de Miraflores:  
Carrión de los Condes:  

Sahagún:  
León:  

Villafranca del Bierzo:  
Puertomarín: 
Galicia en general:  

